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stated by the latter, the vital importance of the
point so far as the Muslim League was concerned.
The point was that in the event of any other
party desiring later on to be associated with the
Viceroy's Council to assist in the prosecution of
War it should be allowed to do so on terms
approved of and consented to by the Muslim
League party, as they were entering into, so to
say, a " war contract". This was a point of the
first importance as will be seen presently; but the
Viceroy's reply was that though he had given
the matter most careful consideration yet he had
found it impracticable to devise any form of
words which would meet the purpose which the
League had m view. The whole correspondence
between Mr. Jinnah and H. E. the Viceroy was
considered by the League Working Committee
at its meeting on September 28, 1940 and the
Committee came to the conclusion that the Vice-
roy's offer in the circumstances was unaccept-
able* Even the probable figures pertaining to
the expanded Council and the War Council had
disappeared. It was not Known as to what would
be the total strength of the expanded Council,
what portfolios would be placed under the charge
of the additional memjbers, which were the other
parties with whom the Muslim League would be
expected to collaborate, and what would be the
proportion of Muslim members in the Council